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has modified this estimate considerably, and
some critics hold that Pope was not a poet
at all, in the true sense of the term. But
while he had little genuine feeling and little
imagination, he possessed the art of turning
a neat phrase; and his platitudes, expressed
in rhyming couplets, have been of tener quoted
than any other utterances in English except
Shakespeare's.
POP'LAR, a genus of trees belonging to
the same family as the willow. Twenty-five
species are known, eleven of them being na-
tive to North America. The poplars are
rapidly-growing trees, and they form ex-
tensive forests in low lands and on the slopes
of mountains. The heart-shaped leaves are
pale green, above and silvery beneath, and
are attached to long leaf-stalks which are
flattened at right angles to the blade, giving
the leaf a tremulous motion. This character-
istic of the poplar gave rise to the expression
"trembling like an aspen leaf/7 the aspen
being a well-known species of poplar. The
flowers appear in long, yellowish-red catkins,
and the tiny seed is attached to cottony fila-
ments by which it is carried through the air.
The bark is pale gray or reddish-brown and
the wood is light, soft and brittle. It is used
in making packing cases, and is valuable for
paper pulp. The cottonwood, the aspen, the
balm of Gilead and the Lombardy poplar,
with its upward-pointing branches, are the
best-known species.
POPLIN, pop'lin, a dress fabric consisting
of a warp of silk and a weft of worsted. The
weft is heavier than the warp, and the re-
sult is a corded surface. The material is
stout and strong and at the same time soft
and elastic. Poplins are dyed in various
colors, and they have a wide usage, not only
as dress goods but also as upholstering ma-
terial.
POPOCATEPETL, po po'Jcat a pet% a vol-
cano in Mexico, practically dormant since
1548, situated forty miles from Mexico City,
from which it is visible. It is cone-shaped
and capped with snow, and below the snow
line covered with forests. The crater, about
2,600 feet in diameter and 600 feet deep,
contains deposits of purest sulphur. The
volcano emits clouds of smoke and ashes,
hence its Aztec name, which means smoking
mountain.
POP'PY, a plant originating in the Far
last, highly valued for its beauty and as the
source of opium. It is hardy and easily eul-
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tivated, and the flowers, both single and
double, are bright and showy; though the
blossoms shatter quickly, they are rapidly re-
placed by others.
Poppies grow easily
from seeds sown
broadcast; in parts
of Europe they grow
wild. Among the
most ornamental spe-
cies are the Iceland
Poppy, which is or-
ange or yellow; the
Oriental poppy and
corn poppy, both
bright red, and the
California poppy.
The opium poppy is
white (see opium).
In addition to opi-
um, it produces an oil, contained in the
seeds, which is used in Europe as fertilizer
and cattle feed. The roots of the poppy are
annual or perennial; the calyx is composed
of two leaves, and the corolla has four petals;
the stamens are numerous, and the capsule
is one-celled, with several longitudinal par-
titions and a multitude of seeds. Because
of its narcotic principle, the poppy has stood
among poets and artists from time immemo-
rial as a symbol of sleep.
POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY. See squat-
ter sovereignty.
POPULATION. By population of a coun-
try is meant the total number of men, women
and children that it contains. The greatest
asset of a nation is its number of healthy,
contented men and women, and its greatest
source of future wealth is its boys and girls.
Therefore the study of population statistics
is of vital interest and importance.
Population of the World. At the end of
the year 1931 the population of the world was
estimated by the Leagne of Nations to be
2,136,767,000. The number of people has
been increasing at the rate of about 30,000,-
000 a year, excluding World War years and
their aftermath. The causes of this remark-
able increase are found in improved sanita-
tion and the rapid advance in medical science,
both of which have greatly reduced infant
mortality; and in the effect of these improve-
ments and the increase in general knowledge
upon adults in lengthening the span of life.
Everyone has a better chance to live a longer
life.

